‘Schools have a duty to safeguard & promote the welfare of pupils under the Education Act 2002. They should create & maintain a safe learning environment for children & young people, & identify where there are child welfare concerns & take action to address them, in partnership with other organisations where appropriate’.   

Working Together To Safeguard Children 2010
INTRODUCTION
Oakfield Primary School is committed to ensuring all children are safeguarded and that pupil welfare is paramount.  As a consequence, Oakfield Primary School will:
· Establish and maintain an ethos where children feel secure and are listened to with an open and positive school atmosphere.
· Ensure that children know that there are adults in school who they can approach if they are worried or in difficulty
· Include in the curriculum activities  and opportunities for PSHE, drugs education and circle time which equip children with the skills they need to stay safe from abuse.

· Will make any referrals necessary to ensure the well being of a pupil is safeguarded.
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· Ensure that children’s identities and images are protected with regard to published information, particularly on web sites and in the media.

· Ensure that the school is always a safe environment.

In addition, the school will fully comply with national and local statutory duties and guidance.  In brief:

The Children Act 2004 has five clear outcomes for children, all of which the school will endeavour to promote for each pupil:

· Be healthy
· Stay safe

· Enjoy and achieve

· Make a positive contribution

· Achieve economic well being
· The Education Act 2002: Section 175(ii) states that:
“The Governing Body of a maintained school shall make arrangements for ensuring that their functions relating to the conduct of the school are exercised with a view to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children who are pupils at the school.”
ROLE OF THE GOVERNING BODY

Safeguarding children is a collective responsibility for the whole of the governing body.  Every school should have a Nominated Governor for child protection and in this school it is Miss Burgess (who has undertaken Governor’s Safeguarding training run by Cardiff Children’s Services).
ACTION

Staff in Oakfield Primary School are in a good position to keep a watchful eye on children and their safety and to protect them from abuse and neglect.  If they have concerns they must inform the designated person for Child Protection (Mr D Harris or Mrs R Walker) immediately.

The full policy can be viewed on request to the Headteacher
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