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Visit your library





Join a Cardiff library. It’s a really cheap way of showing the latest books at home.





Practice makes perfect





Try to read with your child on most school days. ‘Little and often’ is best.





Communicate





Speak to your child about reading in school. Ask them questions, so that they know that you are interested in their progress. Make sure they see you and other members of the family reading for pleasure.





Talk, talk, talk





Ask questions about the book, the pictures and the characters in it. 





What words start with the same sounds?


Have you read any new words?


What do you think that they mean?


What do you think will happen next?


What was your favourite part (and why)?


Can you summarise the main events?


Why do you think the characters did that?





It is just as important for your child to understand and talk about a book, as it is to be able to read it.














Reading





We know that most parents are only too willing to be involved with their child’s education, but perhaps have not always been sure about how to go about it. 





We really value a close partnership in which parents and teachers work closely together, so that parents become familiar with the methods used to teach reading in school. This close partnership will also help teachers know of any difficulties that arise at home. 





Most importantly the children will benefit enormously from knowing that parents and teachers are working together.





Staff at Oakfield will continue to spend a great deal of time teaching reading skills, but parents also play an important part. The more practice children get and the more they enjoy their reading, the more likely it is that they will become good readers.




















Here are just some of the things you can do with your child to help improve their reading skills;-





Choose a quiet time





Set aside some quiet time with no distractions; ten to fifteen minutes is usually long enough.





Make reading fun





Make reading an enjoyable experience. As well as books, encourage your child to read magazines, comics, newspapers and the internet. Variety is important.





Keep the flow





If your child does not pronounce a word correctly, don’t interrupt immediately. Instead, allow time for them to correct it themselves.





Always be positive





Try not to say, ‘No, that’s wrong.’. Perhaps say, ‘Let’s read it together,’ and point to the words as you say them. Constant praise for the smallest achievement will go a long way!
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Reading with your child





Tips and Advice for Parents





Some common words to learn:-
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You can read anything because it all counts!


recipes     websites     signs      maps    posters


shopping lists    Top Trump cards      menus


magazines      books      comics       TV listings











